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PART I
Description of Program:

This summer reading program is intended for middle school students in grades 68 who
are 1114 years old. Throughout the summer, children and teens need to read at least 5 titles to
complete the program. The program begins on July 1st. Titles can be in the form of a print,
audio, or digital book, or magazine article. The theme is: Go for the Gold! On Your Mark, Get
Set, … READ! There are five Olympic rings and each one represents a different category. Ring
1 is blue and represents nonfiction sports titles such as specific sports and arenas. Ring 2 is
yellow and represents biographies of sports people like players, coaches, spectators, and
sportscasters. Ring 3 is black and represents fiction titles about sports themes. Ring 4 is green
and represents works of any genre about the Olympics. Ring 5 is red and is a free choice circle
of a title on any topic of any genre. This ring allows children who really aren’t interested in
sports or the Olympics to still complete the program by reading any titles of their choice.


If children collect all the rings which means they read at least one title from all five
categories they will receive a gold medal. If they read at least five books but from only three or
four ring categories, they will receive a silver medal. If they read at least five books but from
only one category, they will receive a bronze medal. Also, any child who reads at least five
books regardless of category will receive an invitation to the endofsummer celebration.

As an optional addition to the program, children who come in to record their titles may
also share about their book orally to the librarian, or create a written or visual book report or
project to show something they liked about the book. This is not required but for the kids who
like to show off their artistic ability or who want to be creative, this is a way to encourage them to
do just that.

A few ways to share books…
Make a postcard about the book.
Draw a picture illustrating part of the book.
Give an oral reading, with expression.
Make a poster.
Pretend to be a salesman and “sell” the book.
Make a book jacket.
Write a letter to a friend recommending the book.
Make a comic strip telling the story.
Make a diorama.
Keep a diary for a character.
Make a puppet of the main character.
Prepare a onepage newspaper based on the book.

Make a mobile showing scenes about the story.
Write a business letter to the librarian about why the book should be purchased.
Write a ballad or folk song telling the story.
Prepare a TV or radio broadcast of the story.
Adapted from Leslie Anne Sacks contribution on abcteach.com

Each child will get a record sheet that will be kept at the library. Each time they
complete a book they will come into the library and tell a librarian. The title will be recorded in
the correct category in the middle of the correctly colored ring. If the circle has already been
filled in, the title will just be recorded under the previous title in the same ring. This allows the
teens and librarians to see their progress of the program.
Besides just the individual record sheet, there will be a display for everyone to see each
other’s progress. Each child will get a paper cutout of the five Olympic rings that they will write

their name on. As they read a book, they will color in a ring according to the color of the book
they read (For example, if they read a fiction sports book they would color a ring black). It
doesn’t matter what ring they color in, so if all the books a child reads are sports biographies
then all the rings would be colored in yellow. If they read a book from each category then each
ring would be colored in a different color. There will be five numbered posters in order around
the room in the library. The posters will be sports/Olympic themed. When a child reads one
book, they color in one ring, and then tape their cutout around the first poster. When they read
their second book, they color in a second ring, and then move their cutout to a place around
poster number two, and so on. This allows all the participants and families to see the progress
of the kids and who has finished the program, how many have read a certain number of books
and from what categories. This also shows people how many kids will be receiving gold, silver,
and bronze medals.

Paper cutout for the display that each child will get to color in as they read

NUMBERED PICTURES HUNG UP AROUND THE ROOM TO DISPLAY THE
PROGRESS OF EACH TEEN
Individual Olympic rings from each child with their progress colored in will be
hung around each board depending on their completion of books
Incentives:
Combining the “On Your Mark, Get Set,.....Read” with the 2016 Summer Olympics in Rio
allows us to target kids who may not be big readers, but instead be interested in sports.
Therefore, we are offering incentives in the forms of coupons so the kids earn the rings and
read books this summer. We have partnered up with local organizations to provide free
coupons. As kids read books and earn rings, they will win these coupons. We wanted to keep a
mix of free food and sporting activities to appeal to different types of kids.
1 ring Free Slice of Pizza at Pizza Hut
2 rings Free Day Pass at the YMCA
3 rings Free $10.00 Credit to Dave & Buster’s
4 rings Free Chipotle Burrito
5 rings Free Movie Admission at Bow Tie Cinemas

After the kids receive five rings (read five books), they will be eligible to attend the end of
summer pool party at the YMCA. This event will be exclusive to the sixthtoeighth grade kids
who sign up for this summer reading program. After they collect five rings, they will tell the
librarian who will keep their name on a list and administer a pass to to the pool party which will
be on August 27th, so all rings need to be collected before this date. There will be pizza, a DJ
and raffle prizes donated by local businesses.

Events:
As long as the kids enroll in the summer reading program then they will be eligible to
sign up for summer reading events for their age group, except for the end of summer reading
party. That party is only eligible for kids who complete their rings, in any color.

July 9th, 1:00 P.M.  Author VisitTim Green
Tim Green 
will visit the library. He was once a linebacker for the Atlanta Falcons. After that he
became a bestselling novelist. He writes a variety of sports novels that are geared toward
readers aged 1014. Although his books are about sports, fans of realistic fiction also like his
books for the relatable characters and lessons learned.

August 6th, 2:00 P.M.  Meet the Stars.
Past Olympic competitors from the state of Rhode Island will visit the library and promote
summer reading. Kids will have an opportunity to ask questions, get autographs and have their
pictures taken with these athletes.
Jason Estrada  Competed in Men’s Boxing in the 2004 Athens
Summer Olympics. He currently resides in Providence, RI where he owns Big
Six Boxing Academy.

Marissa Castelli  Won the Bronze Medal in pair figure skating in the 2014
Sochi Winter Olympics. She is a lifetime resident of Cranston, RI.

August 27th, 5:00 P.M. 
End of summer reading party.

All kids who read at least five books and earn five rings will be eligible for the main event, the
End of Summer Reading Party. The YMCA has donated the space to host the events. Kids will
have access to the pool and there will be pizza, food and prizes outside.

Promotional efforts:
We will promote this program using a variety of strategies and media formats. Most simply, we
have designed a flyer that contains all of the program information. This flyer, which will be
distributed at the Children’s and YA rooms and at the Circulation and Reference desks, among
other places, will give parents all of the information they need to involve their child or children in
the program. We will include details such as the specific things that children need to do if they

participate in the program, the “due dates” of various program components, the incentives we’re
offering participants and the dates of the various speaker events.
In addition to the flyer, we have put together a number of posters to be hung throughout
the library. These posters will both give an overview of the program and will highlight specific
speaker events, incentives, etc. We will hang the program overview posters several weeks
before the proposed kickoff of the program to generate interest and will hang the posters for
specific events a week or so prior to those events to keep participants focused and improve
special event attendance.
Many users connect to their library through online platforms including social media. To
reach these users, we will post promotional and programrelated information on the library’s
website, the library’s Facebook page and the library’s Twitter feed at several points in the
program. We will post on these platforms several times a week before the program begins on
July 1 to generate interest. We will then post prior to each major event and on a weekly or
biweekly basis to encourage participants and to highlight the speakers events and incentives.
Finally, we will post “wrapup” photos of the final event, the completed rings and other materials
after the final event on August 27.
We have discussed the importance of young readers having a person they can connect
with to make suggestions and help them understand the material they are reading at several
points in the semester. In particular, Guernesy (TEDx Talks, 2014) highlighted the need for
“media mentors” to help young readers and particularly young readers from disadvantaged
backgrounds to develop strong reading skills. For these reasons and to build interest in the
program we plan to visit area middle schools in the month prior to the beginning of the program.
We hope that students will not only connect with the program through these visits, but will also
see us as people they can come to with questions about the media with which they interact.
Please see Appendix A for sample promotional and informational materials.

Part II
Justification for Program:
Often times there is a decline in academic achievement over the summer months, most
often in the area of reading (Johnston, 2014). This can be known as summer drift (or slide)
which is the loss of reading comprehension and achievement skills (Whittingham & Rickman,
2015). Recent studies have shown that summer reading programs are an effective way to
reduce the effects of summer setback on reading achievement (Johnston, 2014). Kids who take
part in their local library’s summer reading program significantly improve their reading skills
(Fiore & Roman, 2010). This also allows more time at the beginning of the school year to
concentrate on new material instead of many days of review topics (Johnston, 2014).
Summer reading programs are also an antidote for learning loss (Fiore & Roman, 2010).
Instead of losing knowledge and skills during the summer months, kids who attend reading
programs actually show gains. There has been a slowdown in summer drift due to specific
summer reading programs that address motivation through student choice, student ownership,
and scaffolding (Whittingham & Rickman, 2015). Scaffolding is support given to students during
the learning process which includes activities such as book talks, vocabulary development,
reading ladders, book groups, and other things providing support for independent reading. The
most successful slowdown of summer drift happens with the combination of matching student
interests and providing continuous scaffolding. With support from the library staff and the
children’s families, kids will continue to make progress in their reading abilities, while enjoying
the program. Summer reading programs also go beyond the prevention of summer setback
(Johnston, 2014). They promote a desire to read simply for pleasure. Summer reading
participants have more positive attitudes towards reading for fun at home.
Specifically for this age range of middle school students, it can be tough to get them into
the library during summer (Brewer, 2016). That is why our summer reading program appeals to
a specific group of reluctant readers, sports fans. These kids would rather be on the field
instead of reading a book. By combining their love of sports with reading, we hope to spark their
interest. By offering incentives of sports options and food options, we hope to also appeal to
nonsports fans as well. To earn the medals, they should be reading about different nonfiction
books about sports, the Olympics and sports fiction. However, by reading freechoice books, all
kids can win the same coupons for free items and attend the same events. Mainly, we wanted to
get as many readers as possible involved in this summer reading program.

Part III
Program Development:
To get as many middleschool readers as possible to join the “On Your Mark, Get
Set,...Read” summer reading program, we created a set of books to suggest that appeal to a
wide variety of children. Multiculturalism and an equal representation of men and women were
important considerations in creating this list. Books that were across different reading levels
were also considered so lower and accelerated readers had options.

Multimedia focused on the history of the Olympics: Ancient to Modern Times

Bobrick, B. (2008). 
A passion for victory: The story of the Olympics in ancient and early
modern times.
New York: Alfred A. Knopf.

Book, ebook
Reviewed in School Library Journal, Booklist, and The Horn Book, and
selected based on positive reviews for teens
A nonfiction informational story of the Olympic games, beginning in
Ancient Greece and leading up to modern times.

Herman, G. (2016). 
What are the summer Olympics? 
New York:
Grosset & Dunlap.
Book, ebook
Reviewed on Amazon, and selected by CREW/MUSTIE criteria (new and
relevant material)
The Olympics are discussed in this nonfiction story, beginning in Ancient Greece almost 3000
years ago and leading up to the modern day summer games.

Herzog, B. (2011). 
G is for gold medal: An Olympic Alphabet. 
Ann
Arbor: Sleeping Bear Press.

Book, ebook  Reviewed in Booklist, and selected by CREW/MUSTIE
criteria (relevant and visually appealing)
The letters of the alphabet introduce facts about the Olympic movement
and the incredible achievements throughout the years in this nonfiction
book.

Hunter, N. (2011). 
Inside the Olympics. 
Chicago: Raintree.
Book
Reviewed in School Library Journal and Goodreads, and selected by
CREW/MUSTIE criteria
This nonfiction book is an exciting overview of the Olympic Games that
covers the history, development, achievements and controversies.

Kortemeier, T. (2016). 
Inside the Olympics.
Minneapolis: The Child’s
World.
Book
Reviewed in School Library Journal, and selected by CREW/MUSTIE criteria
(new and relevant material)
Athletes, fans, and officials discuss what is involved in putting on the sporting
event in this nonfiction book.

Melas, C. (2016). Olympic games now and then: Rio 2016
[Kindle
version]. Retrieved from Amazon.com
ebook  Kindle Edition of a magazine guide
Reviewed on Amazon,and selected by being new and relevant
material
This guide includes information relating to the Olympic games of Rio
2016, the modern games, as well as the ancient games.

Osborne, M.P. (2012). 
Ancient Greece and the Olympics: A nonfiction
companion to

hour of the Olympics. 
New York: Random House.
Book, ebook  reviewed in Goodreads and Scholastic, and selected by
CREW/MUSTIE criteria (relevant material)
The customs of the ancient Olympics are compared to the modern Olympics
and how things have changed in this nonfiction companion to a fiction
book.

Multimedia Fiction Books about Sports
Feinstein, J. (2012). 
Rush for the gold: Mystery at the Olympics. 
New
York, NY: Random House.

Book, ebook
Kirkus Review, ages 1014. Centered around Olympics Swimming
competition. Appeals to sports fans and mystery lovers. Revolves around
female character.

in

Teenager Susan Carol is competing in the 2012 Olympics swimming competition. Corporations
want her to win so she can be their new spokesperson. Her teenreporter boyfriend, Steve
Thomas, thinks these corporations are trying to fix the game so she’ll win. Are they?
Alexander, K. (2014). 
The crossover. 
Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt.
Book, ebook, audiobook
2015 Newbery Medal Winner, 2015 Coretta Scott King Honor Award
Winner. Multiculturalism. Novelinverse.
This award winning book is about two brothers who compete in basketball
and in life as they deal with the struggles of being a teenager and dealing
with family problems. This novelinverse is a quickread for kids who may not like typical
novels.

Murdock, C.G. (2006). 
Dairy queen. B
oston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.
Book, ebook
Good reviews from Publishers Weekly, School LIbrary Journal, etc.
Revolves around female character. Appeals to fans of Humor.
In this humorous story, 15 year old D.J. decides to try out for her school’s
football team. Not everyone in town supports her. She deals with the backlash
and also falls for the quarterback on her town’s rival team. Dairy Queen is a
treat as most sports books do not revolve around a girl.

Green, T. (2007). 
Football genius.
New York, NY: Harper Collins.
Book, ebook. audiobook
Positive reviews from Booklist, Kirkus Review, Horn book magazine, etc.
Features author who is visiting library. Sports fiction and realistic fiction.

Twelveyearold Troy is able to predict the plays of football teams before they happen. However,
his skills on the field are not as sharp, no matter how hard he tries. It doesn’t help that his father
abandoned his family and he has to concentrate on taking on more family responsibilities than a
twelveyear old should.
Myers, W. D. (1981). 
Hoops
. New York, NY: Random House
Book
ALAYALSA Best Book for Young Adults. Multiculturalism. Urban Youth.

Awardwinning author Walter Dean Myers writes this book about a teenage
basketball player from Harlem. He befriends a famous basketball player who
was forced to quit because of pointshaving. Through the story of
basketball, this story teaches an ethical message to teengaers.

Jamieson, V. (2015) 
Roller girl.
London: Penguin.
Book, ebook
2016 Newbery Honor. Graphic novel. Female main character.
This graphic novel will appeal to lowerlevel readers. This easyreading
format allows readers to follow Astrid as she deals with the struggles of
learning roller derby, which people find too “tough” for her.

Multimedia biographies and nonfiction books about sports

Douglas, G. & Burford, M.. (2015). 
Grace, gold & glory: My leap of faith.
Grand Haven, MI: Brilliance Audio.
Book, audiobook
Reviewed in School Library Journal, and Publishers Weekly, and selected
based on multiculturalism and a female main character.

This audiobook biography chronicles Gabi Douglas’s journey from homelessness to an Olympic
gold medal. The format should appeal to nonreaders.

Swan, B. (2015). 
Real Justice: Jailed for Life for Being Black: The Story of Rubin
"Hurricane" Carte
r. Toronto, ON: James Lorimer & Co., Ltd.
Book
Multiculturalism.
This book tells the story of Rubin Carter, a troubled youth who at twentyfour
became a professional boxer and was turning his life around. In 1966, Carter and a
friend were arrested and convicted of a triple murder. Carter spent nearly twenty
years in jail, despite proclaiming his innocence.

Mortillaro, N. (2013). 
Willie O'Ree: The Story of the First Black Player in
the NHL. 
Toronto, ON: James Lorimer & Co., Ltd.
Book
Multiculturalism.
This book tells the story of Willie O’Ree, the first AfricanAmerican player in the
NHL. O’Ree’s story will appeal to sports fans and inspire nonfans.

Hillstrom, L. (2013).
Jackie Robinson and the Integration of Baseball. D
etroit, MI:
Omnigraphics.
Book
Multiculturalism.
This book tells the famous story of Jackie Robinson, the first AfricanAmerican
player to integrate Major League Baseball. The rich civil rights history of Jackie
Robinson will appeal to sports fans and nonfans alike.

Schilling, V. (2016). 
Native athletes in action! Revised edition.
Summertown, TN: 7th Generation.
Book
Multiculturalism. Female main characters.
This photorich book profiles several prominent athletes of Native origin.
Included on the list are athletes from many different tribes and sports.

Thomas, K. (2009). 
How Figure Skating Works. 
Toronto, ON: 
Owlkids Books.
Book
Chosen via CREW/MUSTIE criteria (Figure skating is a prominent Olympic sport).
This book, aimed at middleschool aged students, details the scoring, techniques
used and gives some of the history of this very popular (and prominent) Olympic
sport.

Stutt, R. (2009). 
The Skateboarding Field Manual. R
ichmond Hill, ON:
Firefly Books.
Book
Chosen via CREW/MUSTIE criteria (relevance; skateboarding is on the list for
the 2020 Olympics).
Written by the former editor of a skateboarding magazine, this book introduces new and avid
skateboarders to some of the tricks and techniques of the sport.

Sports related films and games
Serrill, W. (Director). (2006). 
The heart of the game [
Motion Picture]. United
States: Miramax.
Sports Documentary
Reviewed on Common Sense Media (4 stars) for ages 12+
This film explores high school basketball players wanting to become a nationally
ranked team. Specifically, it focuses on issues specific to race and girls and other people’s
expectations of women athletes. There are positive messages throughout, but some scenes of
low violence and inappropriate language.

Newens, S. & Son, M. T. (Directors). (2014). 
Top Spin
[Motion Picture].
United States: The Film Sales Company.
Sports Documentary
Reviewed on Common Sense Media (4 stars) for ages 11+
This film shows three teens as they attempt to make the United States Olympic
table tennis team in 2012. Themes focus on perseverance, dedication, peer
pressure, and sacrifice, while being good role models for others.

Nintendo of America. (2016). 
Mario & Sonic at the Rio 2016 Olympic
Games
[Nintendo 3DS]. United States: Nintendo of America.
Nintendo 3DS game
Reviewed on Common Sense Media (3 stars) for ages 8+
This portable collection of sports games focuses on the Olympics this
summer in Brazil. Players can participate in games such as soccer, golf,
volleyball, and boxing. This game promotes healthy competition, physical
fitness, and reaching goals.

One text to be read/viewed in common and could be basis for a yearlong reading
program in the school/public library:

Brown, D.J. (2015). 
The boys in the boat (young
readers adaption): The true story of an American
team’s epic journey to win gold at the 1936
Olympics.
London: Penguin.
Since our summer reading program “Go for the
God: On Your Mark, Get Set, ….Read!” is based
around the 2016 Rio Summer Olympics, it seems to
our advantage to use a triumphant book about the
olympics and this New York Times bestselling book
has been adapted into a young adult book for
grades 59. This books tells the story of a U.S
rowing team that compete in the 1936 Olympics
games that it held in Berlin which was Hitler’s
Germany at the time.
Since it deals with the post depression era and pre World War II America, this book can be used
in conjunction with social studies departments in schools. Since it relates to sports, the gym
teachers could also join in on this reading program.
The book is available in book, ebook and audiobook, so it can appeal to all types of readers. If
the book is too challenging for some students to read, listening to the audio version is a viable
option. Advanced readers can even be challenged to read the adult version if the teachers feel it
is appropriate for them.
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Appendix A: Promotional and Informational Materials
Guide:
First handout is for kids and is to be given out at the school visits and in the children’s and YA
rooms
Second handout is for parents and is to be given to parents who want more information. It will
also be kept at the Circulation and Reference desks. It is shown as two separate pages, but
would be printed backtofront.
Third handout/poster is to be handed out/hung out a week or so before the author visits
Fourth handout/poster is to be handed out at request and hung before the program starts
Fifth handout/poster is to be handed out and hung a week or so before the endofprogram
party

